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From the Editor 1 

"The future of ufol og;1 is in i:he use of computer ": this can 1 ook 

an ex ag e r ate phr·ase, but ther e is a 1 ittle of true . in it. C er tainly, 

our machines won't be ab 1 e to supp 1 y the so 1 ut ion of the UFO m)'S ter y 

<man is still necessar y f or this), but they will provide a remarkable 

help in handling the enormous mass of data we have at our disp osal. An 

over -estimation of computer applications in uf ology could be 

dangerous. 

I am a long way fr om thinking CUFON is a revolutionary publication 

able to give a ne w course to UFO r esear ch. This Newsletter is only a 

P r- e 1 i m i n a r y at t e mp t t o ma k e o r de r i n ·a f i e 1 d w her e e a c h u f o 1 o g i s t 

o t.J n in 9 a c o fll) ut er p r o duces h i s own a pp 1 i c at i o n , in c o mp at i b 1 e w i t h a 1 1 
the others. The comparison among different ideas, opinions and 

sugges tions could provide some valuable results in the search for a set 

of common standards. The further problem will be to divulge them, 

making them accept to all ufologists: and this will be the most 

difficult ef f or t. But I think it w ould be a valuable success to achieve 

a situation where all researchers employing the same kind of computer 

used common pr ogr ams and pr ocedur es • Th is w o u 1 d me an a re a 1 
co-operation and exchange of data. CUFON will try to reach such an 

objective by the help of its r eader s: we have already proposed a 

possible record structure for a database of UFO events, under the form 

of a r eference w or k. 

**** * ** 

About the problem of exchanging files between two different kinds 

of computer, Dutch researcher H. Kampherbeek will present an article in 

a next issue of CUFON. He'll supply technical information and 

suggestions about the way to make such an exchange. 

In consideration of the lack of a standardization, this procedure 

appe ar s fairly important: everyone realizes that the incompatibility 

among computers is the greatest obstacle in the diffusion of data. The 

example of the Italian Center for UFO Studies can be interesting: the 

articles of our magazine <•UFO-Rivista di Informazione Ufologica•) are 

composed on a Commodor e S4 and then tr ansf er r· ed on a Apple Macintosh 

<see the article about the Rete Uf ologica Comp uteriz zata, elsewhere in 

this same issue). 

* * * * *** 

Another possible interesting application of computers is the 

product ion of spe cial "demo" pr ogr ams f or cor.f erences open to public. 

The i de a i s q u i t e s imp 1 e : to p r e p a r e a v is u a 1 "s h o w " ab 1 e t o c at c h the 

visitor s' attention. Ther e are tw o possible types of •demo". 

The firs� one is composed by a series of strongly coloured screens 

wher e there are messages about the conference, the group which 
organized it, the papers presented by speakers, general informa�ion 

about UFOs, a brief description of the material <books and magazines> 
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From the Editor 2 

on s ale, etc . • • • . .  Screens app ear o ne after the other, acc o rd ing to a 

ra�d o m  o r  pred e t er m i nat e d  order, als o w i th attractive visu al e ffe ct s 

(moiJemen t s, f lashes, fade- in and f ad e  - o u t ,  etc . . • •  ). Ther· e ar e so me 

programs o n  th e s o f t ware m.3.rket able to es tablis h a d e mo of such a 

k i nd: they have been pr·epared for corrrner c ial e�loyments, e s.sent ially. 

For C-64 we c an mention two programs <but t here ar e o t h e rs s ur e ly ) :  

"M i crolex" and "V i deoprin ter ". 

The s e con d k ind of " d e mo "  is a d a tabse program containing data 

about U FO sightings, running continously on itself. Practically, the 
databas e shows all i ts o p t i o n s, loading the file, simulating the 

enter i ng o f  a c a se and i ts c o r rection, s o r t i ng t h e  e n t r i es, d i sp l ay ing 

all cases on the scre e n  and s imu 1 at ing other eve rt tual funct i o ns. A l l 

this w i thout any inter v e nt i on by a people: it is enough to load the 
program and to run it . 

Th e res ult g i ven by two or three comp uters with colour mon itors 
run n i n g a demo like tho s e we have suggested i s  c e r t ain l y  r e mar kab l e . 

P e ople atten ding the conf � re n ce are stron gly attracted by them <which 

have to be placed out of the conference room, obviously !) . MOreover, 

the pr e s ence of computer· s i s  a very interesting nove l ty, when 

presenting the manifestation to mass-media. We experience d all this 

<using a "demo• with me s s ages and a datab ase pr o gram �hic h r e quired t h e  

p r e s ence o f  an operator, as the real demo version wasn}t available yet> 

during a successful conference hold in November 1985. "Results were 

really remarkable and most Italian newspapers spoke a lot about the 

employment of computers in ufology. We have alr·ea d y  prepared so me 
•demo• programs, including one r eferring to ITACAT: people intereste d 
in it can contact us, als o f or the development of new • de mo • software 
for their own applications • 

. ·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·····················································································································································-·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.· 

The Italian R. U. C. <Rete Ufolo gica Compu terizza ta> : has alread� 
a c h i e ' J  e d s o me i n t er e s t i n g r e s u 1 t s i n t he f i r s t mo n t h s of its act i v i t y • 
The contribution of RUC members has been really remarkable, beyond our 

o�a�n hopes . The Net w o r k  has mo re than 40 par ticipants , f .i f te:e n o f  which 

are currently active in works mak in g use o f  their own personal 
co mputer s .  

At moment, man y ar t icl e s for C. I.S. U. new magazine <•UFO-Rivista 

di Informazione Ufo l o g i ca•) have been completed under the form of fi l es 

of a c o mmon w o rd-pr o cessor pr o gram f o r  C-S4. This allows a quicker 
composition of the whole text and a lighter cost in printing the 
magazine. Parallely, RUC membe rs are going on storing Italian UFO 

casuistry on computer by a common database program <now available also 
in English version>: at the end o f  June 1988, about 25 provinci al files 
<o u t  of 92> were ready, including 1750 cases or so. we are forecasting 
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Iialian Compuier UFO Neiwork 3 

io reach 3000 stored cases wiihin the end of 1986. Each me mb e r 

preparin g a file send it - when completed - to the N e t w o r k  c o - o r dinato r 

<M.Verga) : by this way a co mmo n data-bank is established and files ar e 

made available to an�one, after tha t they have been even tually 

correcied. Similarly, the co - ordinaior r e ce ives all text files pr o duce d  

by the common word-processor in v i e w of a pub 1 i ca t ion o n "UFO -R i v is t a 

d i Informaz ione Ufo 1 og ica • or C ISU monograph ies. After a pre 1 irninary 

correction, these files are supplied to the Editors in chief o f  the 

publicaiion: they sub-edit the texis in an ultimate draft, preparing 

iitles and headings and composing ihe whole magazine/monograph. All 

pages are prinied by a professional printer <and, in a couple of 

mon ths, by the Apple Laser Writer), then sent to the printing house. 

As an experiment files relating to provincial UFO casuistries have 

been transferred on SUPE RBASE 64, employing the same record s tructure 

<the sole difference was the lenght of fields referring to sources): 

this sophisticated commercial program could allow more complex sorts 

and oiher search funciions. 

The Rete Ufologica Computerizzata seems to work fairly well along 

the iwo above -mentioned chief lines and results in the firsi half of 

1988 (which is an experimental year> appears actually encouraging. It 

is the �irst time that many people accept enthusiastically to work for 

a co�n objective. The reason seems simple: they use a machine they 

1 ike, working in their own home with no d i ff icu 1 ty and pa·rtec ipat ing to 

a collective project. Each month new people JOln R U C, so that the 

•power• of the Network increases more and more: besides ihe composition 

of texts and the storage of the Italian UFO casuistry, we have many 

other aims to reach. In 1987 we'll test the possibility to launch other 

project, for example the establishment of a real network of personal 

computers linked via modem. 

*********************************************************************** 

COMPUTER UFO NETWORK 

It seems that the US COMPUFOMNET <COMPuter UFO Management NETwork, 

see 1 ast issue) has been replaced by a new or·gan izat ion named "Computer 

UFO Network• <CUFON, just like "Computer UFO ��wsletter": we hope to 

avoid confusion !>. In July 1988, the number of users and members was 

about 400, including some universities calling from time to time for 

information : the system receives from thirty to fourty calls a day and 

it has access to 120 Megabytes, a really great amount o f  s torage 

capacity. Head of 1he whole p�oject is Mr. Dale Goudie, with which this 

Editor is starting a close co -operation. The functions o �  this 

network are communications on a naiional and international scale. The 

main purpose is for an exchange of reliable and verifiable information 

concerning this subject matter which is un i den
·
t if ied f 1 y ing objects. It 

is based in Seattle, washtngton, where it works with the National UFO 
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A UFO Network in the USA 4 

Reporting Center and the UFO Information Service which supply valuable 

data to CUFON. The organization has recently joined Interplay, Inc. 

ProtoCall which is a large corrputer system somewhat like COMPUSERVE but 

even on a larger scale. ProtoCall works out of Washington D.C. and was 

set up for special interests groups as well as a large distributor of 

mega in format ion. ldlat thi s w i 1 1  do for CUFON i s  to allow eas.y access 

for international telecommunications. 

Available through the system there are varieties of different 

subjects that are associated with this subject matter: 

(1) FOIA - Freedom of Information Act Documents 

<2> AP New Articles 

<3> Fact Section 

<4> International C ases 

(5) UFO Reports 

<S> ��me Search D ata B ase 

The first subject will consist of 300 of the best documents from 

1947 to 1980. Goudie and other people are also working on a special 

section to cross reference these military documents with civilian 

sighting reports. This has never been done before, at least on a l arge 

number as they h ave planned for it. 

Associated Press releases will be on the system i� large numbers, 

anywhere from 300 to 400. These art ic 1 es are very . .  important for 

documented c ases and c an be used in an intelligent pattern for cross 

references with both Freedom of Information Act documents and known 

civilian sightings. 

Fact Section relates to Air Force articles related to JANAP 148 

<cC> and JANAP 148 <E> also Air Force AFR 200-2 and anything like this 

th at relates to general orders concerning UFO phenomena, such as 

General Twining letter to Commanding General of the Air Force. 

·International c ases and UFO reports consist of duration of 

sighting, the time of the sighting, the - c 1 ass if icat ion, how many 

witnesses and the state where the sighting took place. Sightings are 

also put in b acklogged cases for f aster access to save time and expense 

of the caller. Number of cases on the system, national or 

internation al, c an vary from 500 to 2000. 

N ame Search D ata B ase is presently being worked on. This is where 

a researcher or an investigator who is seeking information on military 

personnel or other researchers may get his background and the work that 

he h as done. To access this one simply h as to know the correct spelling 
of the last name. As for military personnel we put this on simply for 

this-purpose. There are over 5,000 military documents that have been 

released within the last five years with names of military personnel 

who apparently no one has ever heard of. This will let us know on how 

many documents this n ame is on and give a b ackground on that milit ary 

member. This would only be interesting probably to the h ard core 

investigator. 

At moment we are evaluating the possibility of a very close 

co-operation between the Computer UFO Network and the Computer UFO 

Newsletter: surely, a joint work will be necessary in the near future 

in order to reach common standards and procedures. Further news will be 

published on the next issues of the Newsletter. 

· -----------------------------------------------------------------------� 
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Reviewing software 5 

HOROSCOPES N UFOLOGV ? 

ABOUT THE U SE O F  A STROLOG ICAL SOFTWARE FOR PREPARING SK�P S 

by Henry Kampherbeek 

A pretty new development in ufology is the use of the 

microcomputer for preparing skymaps. The use of skymaps will be obvious 

when one realizes <as readers of this magazine certainly will!) that an 

impressive number of UFO-reports can be explained as celestial bodies, 

so it is a good idea to obtain a computer program that can create a 

sky-map in ord er to make the identification cf aerial objects easier, 

there are several ways to obtain such. a program: 

1 - write it yourself, the most creative solution is this, but it will 

cost a lot of time <hundreds of hours is a reasonable estimation) and 

you must know pretty much about astronomy. 

2 - find such a program through software exchange : �ood luck ! 

3 - type it in from a magazine, it will cost some time, but it is a 

method. 

4 - could one use an astrological program? After all these programs do 

create some sort of skymap : it is the intention of this article to 

discuss the usability of these astrological programs. 

I w ish to make a clear statement: I only want to tell something 

about the use of astrological programs for preparing skymaps that can 

be used in ufology, I do not practice astrology, nor do I consult 

astrologers <except for asking questions to an acquainted astrologer in 

view of this article), and I do not want to discuss any claims about 

interaction between universe and man. 
Afte.r all : a horoscope is some sot" t of sky map (I sa id this before), and 

I have the impression that due to the wide distribution of astrological 

programs some ufologists are wondering if they can use such programs 

and that is the sole reason I write this article. 

A horoscope is a map that shows some celestial bodies in 

connection with each other, for judging the relevance of horoscopes for 

our ap-p 1 icat ions we must ask ourse 1 ves what these ce 1 est ial bodies are 

<1>, what are the connections I referred to <2> and how are these 

bodies shown (3) ? 
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1. What celestial bodies are shown ? -

In short: hypothetical bodies, planets, the Sun and the Moon. 
To begin with the hypothetical bodies: these are bodies not known to 
modern science, there are 2 kinds of such bodies: 

- points found by some sort o f  easy calculation, as far as I know they 
are not thought to exist as physical bodies )Pars Fortunae' (point o f  
luck) is such a point, it i s  calculated by a simple formula which uses 
the sun, the moon and the ascendant (a point usually near the eastern 
horizon). 
- points that are sup posed to repr•sent the position o f  an unknown 

planet : a lot of astrologers invent such planets to fit in with their 
own theories, thousands of hypothetical bodies should exist when all 
these theories would be correct. 

None of these hypothetical bodies or invisible points can be used 
in ufology: these points can not be seen or substantiated, so they will 
not trigger any u fo-event. A lot of astrologers don't use hypothetical 
bodies or invisible points although these objects do appear in a number 
of astrological programs. 

Planets that are shown �n horoscopes 
Jupiter, Saturn, Urane, Neptune and Pluto. 
not usefull as they are not visible to the 
not cause a UFO sighting. Mercury, Venus, 
remain to be considered. 

are: Mercury, Venus, Mars, 
Urane, Neptune and Pluto are 
naked eye and therefore can 

Mars, Jupiter and Saturn 

The Sun and the Moon are also visible to the naked eye and the 
Mbon is known to have caused UFO sightings - <A·. Hendry: The 
UFO-handbook, New York, 1979, pp. 45> so at least the Mbon remains to 
be considered. 

we can close section one with the conclusion 
celestial objects are not shown that we are not 
<hypothetical etc.>, while other interesting objects 

usually are not shown. 

that a lot of 
interested in 

<bright stars> 

2. What are the connections that are shown in a horoscope ? -

Mbst of these connections are angles between planets, most popular 
are angles of 0, se, 90, 120 and 180 degrees <to be calculated along 
the zodiac), these angles are called 'aspects'. Other connections are 
parts of angles between planets etc. It will be obvious that the 
connections shown in horoscopes are not relevant .for ufology. 

3. How are the bodies shown ? -

A circle along the sky is drawn and positions of celestial bodies 
are measured along this circle. The circle astrologers use is called 
zodiac and it is another circle that used by astronomers <the 
ecliptic>, the angle between these two circles is 23. 45 degrees. 

-Astronomers also calculate the distance of a planet to the circle 
and they call these distances )declinatio�s', astrologers sometimes <!> 

mention the d•clination of a planet, and this leads to the funny 
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situa1ion that the coordinates of a planet can be given in zodiacal 
degrees and in ecliptic based declination !?!? 

Anyway : the planets and other bodies are projected on the sky, 
and due to the rotation of the earth the sky is seen as revolving every 
23 hours and 56 minutes, the 24 hours are completed by · adding the 
effect of the orbiting of the earth around the sun <this makes 4 
minutes every day). This revolving has consequences for horoscopes <and 
for conventional skymaps!) : in horoscopes the sky is sho wn 

·
as divided 

in 1 2  parts called }houses} and during one rotation of our earth the 
planets travel through all 1 2  houses, house one starts at the position 
of the ascendant, near the eastern horizon, roughly spoken one can say 
that the houses 7 thru 12 represent the visible part of the sky, and 
that the houses 1 thru 6 represent the invisible part <under the 
horizon). 

Each house has its own meaning in astrology. Houses are often seen 
as an indication of the altitude of a planet, it is thought that the 
border between house 1 1  and 1 2  <the }cusp' of 12) is 30 degrees above 
the horizon, but it is not so simple there are many s ystems for 
dividing the 12 houses, placidus is a popular s ystem and it does not 
give an exact visual division of the sky, as I understood there is no 
such system. 

In short we can say that the wa y in which the houses are thought 
and the fact that often no dec 1. in at ion is mentioned makes· it irrf)oss ib 1 e 
to estimate the exact location of a celestial body on the sk y  as we see 
it. 

Conclusion 

It is time to reach a conclusion I feel that astrological 

programs as skymap programs have tremendous disadvantages because : 

- Stars are usually not shown in horoscopes . 
- A lot of bodies and other data are given that are not relevant: 

planets under the horizon, invisible points, often hypothetical 

planets, aspects etc. 

- It is nearly impossible to estimate the position of a celestial body 
shown in a horoscope, due to the ways in which the houses are 
calculated and because of the typical use of declination when a 
declination is mentioned at all. 

Or: import-ant bodies <stars) are usuall y not shown, a 1 ot of 
bodies are shown that we are not interested in and the way in which 
things are shown is not the way we want it. 

And thus it can be said that astrological software is of no use to 

ufology. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

SPEAK ABOUT THE 

..__.. f;:;. a � e:  w� .__ e:: .--.-e:: R 
TO YOUR CORRESPONDENTS � 
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BECASSIIE .· 

Checkpoilt Mlmber Three 

by Denys Breysse 

As the managemenent software o f  Becassine has been written, it 
seems interesting to us to give further explanations about their 
characteristics. 

The whole package contains several programs, each of them o ffering 
several functions. The following table summarizes such an aspect and 
we'll present the potentialities o f  each program in this paper. 

I Functions I BECAS SIN I SA VEDON I TRAVAIL I STAT-FIC I FACT-FIC I 

1---------------------------------------------------------------------
l Coding cases I * I I I . I 1-------------------------------------------------------------�-------
l Listing coding I * I I I I 
I book 1 et I I I I I 1---------------------------------------------------------------------
l Recording cases I * I * I * I I 
1---------------------------------------------------------------------
l Sort in g cases I I * I I I 
1---------------------------------------------------------------------
l Selecting cases I I I * I * I * 
1---------------------------------------------------------------------
l List in g cases I I I * I * I * 
1---------------------------------------------------------------------
l Mod if y in g cases I I I * I I 1---------------------------------------------------------------------
l Deleting cases I I I * I I 
1---------------------------------------------------------------------
l Re ad in g f i 1 e s I I * I * I * I t 
1---------------------------------------------------------------------
l St at i s t i c s I I I I t I 
l---------------------------------------------------------------------
1 Factorial anal. I I I I I * 
1---------------------------------------------------------------------

LISTING OF COD ING BOOKLET -

This subroutines prints explanations about the way of coding 
ex periences for each heading. The listing contains e leven A4 pages. 
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CODING AN EXPERIENC E  -

Due to ergon omic reaso ns, this subro utine is entirely interactive. 

* The headings are the f ollowing ones: 
DATE M L OCAT ION M WITNESS ES M U F O  M BE INGS M RELAT ION # EFFECTS # 
S OURCES 

They contain a to tal of 47 subhea dings coded on 120 char acters. 
* On a simple question (pressin g the key •?•> the d etails abo ut 

how coding the subhea d ings are sho wed o n  the screen. 
* The key •t• allo ws t o  avoid cod ing subhea d ings f or which no 

det ail is available an d leads the user directly to the end of the 
heading. 

* Before the v ali d ation of a given heading, it is possible to 
correct the mistakes which ��Y have been d one. 

When all the he a d ings are co ded, a subr o utines c alculates 
quantity of data kn o wn abou t  the experience, then it asks if 
experience has received an explanation o r  if it is dubiou s  (if it 
y o u  are asked for w h at explanati o n  has been su g gested>. Then 
pro gram records the co ded experiences, giving them a n u mber, 
preliminary file. 

RECORDING CASES -

the 
this 

is, 
the 

in a 

•sAV EDON• reads the files prelimin arly 
then it sorts them (by increasin g d ate> and 
which name is given by the user himsel f. 

recorded by 
writes them 

•eECASSIN•, 
in a file, 

WORKING ON CASES -

Whatever the w ork being done on recorded data, the operations 
proceed o n  •packs• o f  fifty cases <we have the limit o f  the 42Kbytes of 
Amstrad CPC484 RAM>, but the theoretical limit size of files is 
abo u t  1�00 events (disk capacity>. So recorded files are automatically 
divided into groups o f  fifty cases, for each operation. The time needed 
t o  read and write access lead us t o  limit the size o f  files to abo ut 
200 cases. This is n ot an obstacle for statistical analyses, becau se we 
can merge p artial resu lts coming from d ifferent partial f iles bef o re 
proceeding the analy ses. 

LIST ING CASES -

This progr am allo ws to list a file < all the cases o r  o nly few 
selected o ut of them>. The listing - o n  screen or printer presently 
prints only co ded cases: eventually, they can be shortene d ,  so that it 
presents o n ly the hea d in gs Date, Locatio n  and Witness. 

The complete listin g of cases < n o t  co ded> is simul ated but n ot 
written yet. 
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SEL ECTING CASES -

We can selec� a sample of cases according �o any cri�erion <�en 
cri�eria can be used simul�aneously). 

For each criterion, three different choices are possible on the 
given subheading: 

* One or sever al values �aken by �he mod ali�y . For example: 
- effect of amnesia or par alysis o n  �he wi�nes s .  
- Belgi an cases. 
- calor of UFO: red , etc • . • • •  

* In�erval between the v alues. For ex ample: 
- between three and six witnesses. 
- time between 6 p.m. and 9 p.m. 

* Limit fo r �he v alues. For example: 
- dis�ance from the wi�ness estima�ed �o less than 30 meter s. 
- s ize of UFO gr e ater then five meter s .  

After �ha� criteria h ave been established, the 
automatic and it proceeds on the who le file. Then it is 
lis�, �o prin�, to rec o r d  or to stu dy the selected s ample. 

MODIFYING CASES -

selection 
pos sible 

i s  
to -

If we learn new information on a given case, we m ay w ant t o  modify 
this case in the files . 

In a given recorded file, we o nly need to give the number of the 
case: it is r eadr then d isplayed o n  the screen . Then we ind icate the 
heading and the s ubhe ading tha� we w ant to modify: the o l d  v alue is 
displayed and it is eno u gh to inpu t  the new one . After validatio n, the 
new info rmation are recorded . 

The s ame progr am is able to delete any case, eliminating it fro m  
the file . 

STATISTICAL ANALY SIS -

F o r  a certain gro u p  of cases < a  who le file or a s elected s ample > 
the ro utine asks fo r which heading and s ubheading it h a s  t o  wo r k  u p  the 
analysis. 

For con�inu o u s  d at a  (Time; D u r a�ion; Size; Dist ance > it als o asks 
fo r s pecifying the gr o u ping intervals we wish . Then it automatically 
works u p  �he an alysis and it is po s sible: 

- to display gr aphic result s  on the screen . · 
- �o prin� < both on screen o r  on line-prin�er > them . 
- t o  r ec o r d  them <to compare them wi�h o �hers o r  � o  merge them> . 
It is planned to had �he possibility of a systematic and automatic 

analy s is fo r all the headings . 
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FACTOR IAL ANALYSIS -

The method is the same one with the difference th at the analysis 
works simultaneously on two subhea dings and builds a table of crossed 
results. 

Today it isn't possible to display gr aphic results, but only to 
print or to record them. 

The routines working up on these data haven't been written yet for 
two reasons: 
* first of all we have to code a great mass of cases. 
* the method of factorial analysis hasn't been chosen yet.. 

********** 

Apr i 1 1988 

Cl -F -F E:! .-

We are able to supply, via mail with alleged detailed 
instructions, two interesting hardware items for C-84/128 owners. We 
think that such hardware, assembled by an electronic technician friend 
of us, could �e of use for some readers: this Editor employs currently 
both items with remarkable results. This offer is another CUFON service 
at cost price. 

GRAPHIC EPROM for Commodore MPS-802/VIC 1�26 : 
Change the printer in a graphic one <most compatible with EPSON 

FX-80), with seven built-in characters setsr it allows bold and 
text, plus other features. NOw it is possible to use graphic 

software such as •Print Shop•, •Print Master•, •The Newsroom• and so 
on. Easy installation: it is enough to change a chip, without any 
difficult, employing a simple solderer. 

Cost : 41,000 Italian lire. Another model, with a switch able to 
enable the old MPS-802 mode, if offered at �8,008 Italian lire. 

TURBO LOADER : 
It is a new EPROM inside the C-64 able to load PRG file about six 

times more quickly than the normal DOS. Function k•ys are programmed 
with many useful options, including directory without loss of software 
in RAM. The change b•tw••n the normal operating system and the new 
turbo one can happen when the computer is turned on. Please note t.hat 
In some versions of the C-84 it is necessary to put a base to the 
Kernal EPROM, if lacking. 

Cost : 48,000 Italian lire. 

Eventual orders must be sent only by .International Money Order 

CUFON � 
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UFO DATA PROCIESSt.JJG 

by Mike Wo o t ten 

************************************************************* 

Cc:.mpL-I-t:E3.­
i .-. C3 .- E!!! .a.. -t: 

8-c: LJ-Fc:.l.c:.g>-­
E3 .-- i -t .a.. i ...-. 

H A PRELIMINARY NOTE BY THE EDITOR H 

In 1 985/86 the British UF O Rese arch Associ ati o n  CBUFORA > 
tried to m ake a census o f  c o mpu ter reso u rces among its 
membership bu t results weren)t much enco u r aging . The aim of 
such a census , c ar ried o u t by a spec i al questionn a i re and 
presented thr o ugh a few articles o n  B UFORA publ i c a ti o ns (1) 

seems t o  be the development o f  common w o r ks . The most 
impo rt ant o f  them is the storage o f  the cas u i stry on 
micr o -compu ter s . As remarked in a recent article <2 > ,  thanks 
to the large d i ffu sion of these machines to day it is possible 
to launch an ambitio u s  pr o ject o f  computerizat i on o f  a 
n ational UFO casu i stry . Emplo ying a common databas e  pr ogr am 
fo r the same k ind o f  machine and entr u s ting a l ocal cas u i s try 
to e ach member, it is po s s ible to s to r e  most available events 
in a r elat ively sho r t  time: pract i c ally, it i s  the same 
pr ojec t c arried o u t successfully by R. U . C .  in Italy . 

Most Brit i s h res e a r cher s o wn s  a Sincla ir Spectr u m  
computer and this "i s  a pr oblem, as such a mach i ne isn"t much 
co mmom among o ther intern atio n al u f o l o g i st s . But this i s  a 
question that co uld be so lved later: wh at is i mpo r tant is the 
storage of events i n  a compu ter file . Then exchange of d at a  
through a suit able interface is possible . 

The most impo rtant work we know to have been pr oduced in 
England is that headed by Mike Wo o t ten . Owner of a Spectrum 
48K he stored most British c asuistry o f  the '80s, u sing the 
commerci al d atabase program "M asterfile", together with o ther 
Brit ish resercher <Steve G amb 1 e, JY1ike Lew i s  and Paul Full er , 
the 1 at t er us in g a Spec t r· u m owned by BUFORA its e 1 f ) • The 
record stru cture includes many fields , some o f  wh i ch have to 
be inser ted in a coded w ay: the following article is a wide 
expl anation o f  all th i s . 

************************************************************* 
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For -near 1 y two years 111e have be e n  for mu 1 at ing and comp i 1 ing the 

BUFORA Case Re port Da tabase . Bu t very little has bee n  discusse d within 
these pages conce rning the proje ct)s aims , structure and 
expectations. 

It would be very w rong of me to state that compu ter technology 
will solve the UFO e nigma� Compu ters are h ighly str u ctured, work ing 
pure ly on logic. The total opposite to the UFO phenomenon. The UFO h a s  
come i n  all colours, shape s  an d size s .  I n  probably every we a ther 
condition and ge ographical location. There are inde e d ge neral patte rns 
and scenar ios that UFO eve n ts follow. But there is not a database in 
the world that could handle EVERY parameter generated by UFO reports to 
date. 

Bearing this in m ind, the r e  has to be a degree of 
e v aluating res u lts compile d from a UFO d atabase, or 
sta tistical analysis that is under taken <whether u sing a 
not). 

caut ion when 
indeed, any 
computer or 

From the start, I w as not concer ned with for mulating an • all 
singing all d ancing" d atabase. Frankly, the f inances wer e  not there to 
fund a pr oject that involved sever al people, with their own hig h  s peed, 
high memory and inevitably high cost terminal and per ipher als . So the 
ZX Spectrum w as chosen to do the job . 

Before the inception of the dat ab a se, a resea r cher ,  wishing t o  
u se BUFORA r epo r ts a s  a b asis o f  h is stu dy ,  w o uld have had the ardous 
task of search ing through e ve ry report, manually, one after the other . 
Th is s itu ation w as s imply not good enou gh. So clearly some thing h ad t o  
be done . The d atab ase was only consider ed to be a n  electr onic c a r d  
index system, that w ou l d  house all f iled c a s e  reports . This w ou ld 
ge nerally e liminate the time costly exercise of manu ally sea r ching 
throu gh 15 , 000 case re ports. 

Once the database was comple te, we would had an opportunity to 
analyse the stored m a terial statis tically and hopefu lly gleen some 
positive res ults . 

Desp ite the l imit a ti ons of the Spectrum, ie memory <48K8y tes ) and 
re latively slow acces s time, it had the advantage of be ing init ially 
inexpensive with inexpens ive s oftware and per ipher als .  The s oftware 

package that was put into comission is consider ed to be the best 
database package ava ilable f or the Spectr u m. •Masterf ile • by C ampbell 
sy stems < 3> is fully flexible, en abling the u ser to design the package 
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to his or her par1icular needs, Full sorts and search facilities are 
included, plus user prografM'Iable rou1ines and full printer formatting. 

DATABASE PARAMETERS -

There are thirteen ma in nheadings• which ar e detailed below 

+---------------------------- -+-----------------------------+ 

I A. BUFORA Re ferenc e I H .  App arent Size I 
I B. Leve 1 I I. Shape I 
I C. Ty pe I J. Colour I 
I 0. Date· I K. Notes I 
I E. Time I L. Evaluation I 
I F. Locale I M. Investigator I 
I G. Our at ion I I 

+-----------------------------+-----------------------------+ 

The TYPE heading is split in1o two separate parame teres EVENT 

TYPE and WITNESS TYPE. Th e  DATE heading has four sepa��te parame ters 

DAY , DATE , MONTH and YEAR. TIME is also split into two parameters TIME 
·and TIME TYPE. So there are eighteen separate parame ters that can be 
sorted and searched. 

We shall now go through each parameter in detail . 

A. BUFORA Reference -

Simply the unique reference numb er assigned to each 
report. le , 770122, the first two digits represent the year 
next four digits represent the numb er. 

B. Leve 1 < 4  > -

completed 
and the 

The standard classification of the report material. From "A• 
(full on site investigation> to •£• <third hand investigation, such as 
press cuttings , etc • • • • .  >. 

C. Type <Event and Witness type) -
Event ty pe <� > : see Fig. 1 

This classifica1ion sy stem , if used properly , can produce a 

coded picture of the event in general terms. le, V2R2E101 would decode 

a case where : •An object at close proximity , persued and effected the 

witness in some way and occupant were detected". The unique codes can 

be searched for, ie, all effectives <E> and disected from the main body 

of data. This parameter can be added to when ever it is seeme d 

�ppropriate. As you can see, this is a very powerfu l parameter . 

Witness ty pe : see Fig. 2 

This is a modified version of BUFORA's case classification 
sustem <object details have been omitted). This parame ter gives on l y  a 
limited insight 1o the witness. I shall be honest and say that this i s  

a definite weakness to the s y stem. But I hope that a totally separate 
witness database will be formulated in the future • . 
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TJISUALS (U): A· visual siqhtinq ol a UFO.. 
ut: � observation or a. PQint or li·qht U2: n c,f:iserT,Y a hon of a d1scerni.6 e 

s ape. ��NSitJES <R): . p� enomen.on Rhich seeas to respond 
" e perop1ent. 
Rhere the response is .illPlled Ue . r:eactS. -to mtness act1onJ. wnge the phenoaenon pursues �::the phenoaenon causes '\&� t&"e phenoaenon responds 
��r�� lhe phenQaenon responds 

o solletlunc; otlier than lfitness. 

WifWe��nt.s._ar.e seen in the presence Of' a UTO, ir. li� sillply fly by or are 
o take aaterial saapl.s-

o · repair or� 
frl o exaain� question -

��en· f!: soae 

��iF!dlh. If: D � ••ans.. 

Figure 1 

Figure 2 

���e � lands. 

L1: 'm\eri t.�J_;nclinq has no ����e . t �- dinq involves ��ttog1c ec�s. 
L . N ere t e anctmq affects nearby 

: ere the landin9 leaves residu� 
�dJM""ere the object is seen 

un erwater . 

�t{��P�n�enon has an interactive etfect Rltn: 
fJi. jt�;"tness !2; Tht enviroaent !t: e��cal eqwpaen 

ACTS (0: ere con·uct. QCCW'S .betJ:Jeen p enoaenon ana J.ntness, 1e: 
� tft£•:J:. �st� ��tJil9ar �alamu on �� olsaae ff.Eo� et n8 ver 0�� �� Y. zy way ol vision or 

CATEGORY Observational quality � witness 
,. 
B 
c 

GROUP 

1 
2 
3 

D. Date -

::; ;::::.�:�'t'r$." pihi, M��M,.., 11. IIW am, m, �:f!MI "/iw � �::_ed � """""� Ml M«.»W. !Jn#�iltNl Wl w 9M1 
,... e'-'</}(11 �'e'(/ �.,. 
General number of witnesses 

T'ft.'Q Ill" mtr� � tri/nesses 8/lliffK4111 llutitm Trr. tJf" l'l'/fiJf"e' "�"' «OM> � iMir1�� . 

Self explanatory. Usign DAY, DATE, MONTH and YEAR. 

E. Time -

15 

Again, self explanatory. Using the twenty fou� hou� c lock and 
utilising the.TIME TYPE to indicate GMT or BST or any othe� time zone. 

CUFON 5 



• 

BUFORA Case Repo�t Database 16 

F. Loca 1 e -
A twenty five character space to indicate the loc ation of the 

event, ie, HOVE, SUSSEX < nearest town or village then County and, if 

necessary, country of origin). 

G. Du:-· at i ea n -

+ - - -+ - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - --+ 

I 0 I 0000-0009 seconds I 

I 1 I 0010-�029 seco nds I 

I 2 I 0030-0059 seconds I 

I 3 I 1 -2. 59 minutes I 

I 4 ·I 3-4.59 minutes I 

I 5 I 5-9. 59 minutes I 

I 6 I 10-29.59 minutes I 

I 7 I 30-59.59 minutes I 

I 8 I 1 -1 • 59 hour s I 

I 9 I > 2 hours I 

+---+- - ----------------- - - -+ 

Considering the unreliability of witnesses to �tate the exact 

duration of an event, the above coding was considered adequate to 
indicate the general duration of the sighting. 

H. Apparent Size - . 

+-- -+-- - - - - - ------+ 

I 1 I Pinhead I 
I 2 I Pea I 

I 3 I Halfpenny I 
I 4 I Penny I 
I 5 I Two Pence I 
I S I Go 1 f b a I 1 I 
I 7 I Tennis ball I 

I 8 I Other I 
+ ---+----------- - - + 

Again, the witness usually has great difficulty in judging 

the actual size of the object reported <which is understandable). He or 
she will try and usual!� come up with an OVER exagerated estimate ! 
Apparent size is usually testable and a fairly accurate indication of 
the angular s iz e of the object. 

I. Shap.a -
A written description of the shape of the object(s), using 

twenty six characters. 

J. Colour -

Again, . a twenty five character space to desc�ibe the 

colour<s> of the object<s> reported. 
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A fifty two character space to include any relevant points of 
the case in questio n that are not covered b� any other parameter. 

L. E v a l u at i o n -

A written evaluation of the case (twenty six charactefs) in 

terms of UFO, insufficient data <INSUFF> or aircraft (R/C), meteor, 

etc . . . . . . • The evaluation of cases and using terminology , ie UFO can be 

easily misunderstood. The term UFO is used in the database simply 

because it uses three characters and thus saves valuable memory 

<Steuart Camp be 1 1  p 1 ease note ! ! ! ) • 

M. Investigator -

Lists the investigators who partecipated in the production of 

the case report in question. Another source reference for the 

researcher. 

+--- - ---- - - -- - --- - - - --- - ---- - - - - ------------------------------------+ 

REF 830004 LEVEL A TYPE V2E1 C2 DATE MON 25 04 83 I 
TIME 084� BST LOCALE BRADFORD, W. YORKS DURAT 3 APP SIZE 3 I 
SHAPE ROUND COLOUR GREY, BLACK I 
NOTES AL TER�TII'I3 COLOUR & SPINNING I 
EVALU POSS METALLIC BALLOON INVES N MORTIMER I 

LEVEL A TYPE V2R5E1 C2 DATE SUN 13 02 83 REF 830027 

Tit€ 0130 GMT 

SHAPE CIRCULAR 

LOCALE PLYMOUTH,DEVON DURAT 2 APP SIZE 

NOTES OBJ DESEI'IJED, HOVERED BY LAJ'wP 

EVALU UAP 

COLOUR RED 

POST THEN ASCENDED 

INVES PUFOIC 

I 
I 
I 

? I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

+--------- - - - --- ----- - - -- - - - --- ------ -------------------------------+ 

I T�pical print outs from the database. I 
+--- ------- - - - - - --- - --- - - --- --- - -- - --- - ------------ - - ---- -----------+ 

The database currently holds approximately 600 case re ports 

from the late 1970's to the present day. Paul Fuller is currently 

wading through the 600 or so reports from 197 7  <a bumper year> . Mike 
Lewis is finishing off 1979. 
As the cases are being coded and added to the database, they are also 

being rearranged into batches of fifty and of course bound in numerical 

order. So not only are the files being computerized, they are also 

being clerically processed. Considered the limited man power, we have 

done very well. 

With havlng the unique opportunity to re �d through many case 

reports over the last decade , it is important to note, the increasingly 
high calibre of case reports submitted for c oding. Mbst of the pre NIC 
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cases are sin g l e R l  t" eport f orms with very l itt l e  data. But since the 
i n c e p t i on of t h e Na t i o n a 1 I n  v e s t i g at i o n C o mm i t t e e < N I C ) , the au to n o mo u s  
I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  bran ch o f  BUFORA, c ase r epo r ts h ave be come book l e t s iz e  

a n d  w or thy of pro per u n b i a s e d  scientif ic r e search. This trend is a 

c r edit to BUFORA a n d  th e N I C  a n d  mus t c o n tin ue. 

We sti l l have n o  rea l idea about the n atu re of the UFO. The re are 

a l mo s t as many theorie s of the or i gin of the phe n ome non as the re are 

c ases. I f o l l ow the view 1: hat UFOs do n ot have an y sin gle solution. The 

ph en omen on is a mu l ti f aceted e n igma. In this l ight we have to be 

f lex ib l e i n  our attitudes, our in vestigative te chnique s and our 
research. Th i s  goe s against the grain of the rigid compute r 1 s  

struc ture. 
Without sounding damn ing of statistical analyse s o f  UFO d ata 

conduc te d in the p ast and the e f f c r t  that has go ne into the m. Nbt o ne 
stat i st i c al rep ort has eve r mirrored anot h � r  ( 6 ) . This infe rs a p urely 

random p hen ome n on ,  re p orte d by a p ure 1 y random c ro s·s s ect ion of 
w i tne sses. Th e sc eptic would argue that this p rove s that UFOs do no t 

ex ist. But are p urely un solve d IFOs <with hidde n mu ndane " Earthbound a 
ex p 1 an at i ons ) .  I think this is a fair p oint to argue . It is also fair 

to argue that the re are no p atterns be cause we are lo oking at the wro ng 
data or the right data but with the wrong ap p roac h. Once the co de o f  

the UFO has bee n u n  1 o c ke d , then the data wi-ll be c ome c 1 e ar. Th e  

comp ute r  can he lp us t o  ov e rcome this p r ob l e m. U F O  group s a l l o ve r  the 

wo rld can afford compute r te c hno lo gy and this s i tu at i on i s  be i n g  
e x p lo ite d and quite rightly. The data that i s  be ing e x tr acted sho uld 

not be ke p t  se c re t  fro m ot he r gro up s. In sharing the w e a l th o f  d ata 
c urr e ntly be ing collate d  in c omputer fo rm ,  we w i ll bene f i t  and 

unde r st and t he nature o f  t he be ast w e  are de aling w ith . But I stre ss 
aga i n :  • You c annot structure a f l e x ibl e p he n ome non

-
". 

I do not c laim that the BUFORA CASE REPORT D A TABASE is fully 
compre he ns i ve an d ove rcome s the above fo rmentio ne d p ro ble ms .  But i t 1 s  � 
start . A re se arc he r can n ow find case s in s e conds rathe r than ho u r s  and 

thus should acc e lerate the spe e d  in which we solve an en i g ma  that fo r 

many y e ars has e l uded ex p l anation. 
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USING ·-suPERBASE•• 

b �  Maur i z i o  Ve rga 

I alre ady p rop ose d the e mp loyme nt of SUPERBASE as the st andard 

database p r ogram for the Commo dor e 64/ 1 28 mic rocomp uter : now l 1 d l i ke 

to p r e s e nt a couple of my own ap plicat i on s  de v eloped by such a k i nd of 

comme r cial software .  

The fir st one refer s to the C - 128 ver s i on of SUPERBASE, us i ng a 

80 -column dis play . Through the " IJT1) o rt • op t i on of one me nu i t  i s  

possible to change an ex te rnal sequ ential file in a random f i le 

re adable by our program. Pre paring a SUPERBASE record fo rmat e qu al to 
that us e d  for the original f i le you can br in g the data in a SUPERBASE 

file . The op e ration is fairly simp le and it don � t  take mu c h  t ime . In 

s uch a way the whole ITACAT file ge nerate d  b y  t he p rogram presente d in 

CUFON 1 , * * * * *  was imp le me nte d o n  SUPERBASE 1 28 .  This allowed t o  inse rt 

e le v e n  n e w  fie lds in th e n e w  re c ord structur� .  Be yond the c lassic date , 

p lac e ,  p rovince, c lassificat ion and evalu at ion p arame ters there are : 

- Ho ur ( f our char acte r s )  

- Re fe r � nce code nu mbe r fr om the ITACAT manuscr ip t <six c harac ters> 
- Sou rces of the events <nine fields of six ty -four charac ters each> . 

The wh ole r e cor d was p ut on tw o different screens. Here is a 

hardcopy of the rec ord st ruc ture : 

<47W 1 4 )  

F ONT'I:  1 1 <MT 8 l er 11 t  I 1 � 1  CJi ell11a .. t/ett • 

� • carv .... . 1 1 .  � • se, ..... , a.� a-s. 1 • n. n-11 • n. •-• 

� a <EST WIG INJO 4e, I ll WIG .vatl• MlUIL&.T 4, a, MJ ,. 1 1 ,  I ,  1-e ) 

FIJNTE M ca-T IN1'QWT IU1 INTCAT ( .. J . Je )  1 4 1  ....,...,_ 1 1  

����:_-----������--------- ------------------�------------------------------ FC»M 85 <L 11 ,._I I ,  I M J  OSSOI.A I l l ,  7W-7nJ LOiti:NrEN 1 1 ,  17 
l"rev IIIC l a  < I.W )  

...,_. d I COG ICC 

<N. M' . � .  ,...... ) 

Fe»m: .. <LII R I KM  I ,  2 1!-U I J  I II'IN'JWW<LICH I I, 1 ? 1 - & 741 

Fe»m: I? <L I I  l.FO la I TN. I" I, • ..,, __,. I, ft? 6 a & l  

� • <1ST .,_ n. 4 ,  I l l  

Fe»m: • caJY Ctele • T.,.,.. 1 

� · · c 

Usin g a p r int -out p rodu c ed by this p rogram, any re s ear c her c an 

find an Italian c lose enc ounter he wants and to look for the ir original 

doc u me nts referring to the reported sou rc es . Obv iou s ry ,  · the r e  i s  a 
l imitat i on a� regar ds t he c lass ific ation of events : it is no t po ssible 

t o  seek
. 

c ases having spec ific c o llateral ef f ec ts ( f o r  e x a.Q) le ,  o nly 
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• Ap p 1 i c a t i o n s  o n  c o mme r· c  i al s of tw ar e 20 

" e l e c t r o mag n e t i c " e f f e c t s ) ,  as we h a v e n  � t  in s erted any s pecia l code 

i n s i d e t h e  " c l a s s i f i c a t i o n " f i e l d .  On t h e  o t h e r  h an d , w e  d o n � t  k n o w - a 

pr i or i  - w h at k i n d  o f  c as e s  can i n t e r e s t  a r e s e ar c h e r , s o  w e  s h o u ld put 

a l o t o f  c o d e s . Th e r e s u l t  � o u l d  b e  a g r e a t c o n f u s i o n a n d a w as t e  o f  

s t o r a g e  c ap a c i t y . A w o r k  o f  s u c h  a k i n d  c o u l d b e  developed on a 
p o w e r· f u l p e r s o n a l  c o mp u t e r  < a t l e as t  a 640K PC I BM/X T )  n o t  o n  a C - 1 28 ,  

e v e n  t h o u g h t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  man y p roblems in c h o o s i n g  w h a t 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  a c as e  s h o u l d  b e  c o d e d . 

Th e w h o l e  I TA C A T  f i l e  i s  ab o u t  1 00K- l on g and it is entir e l y placed 
o n  a f l o p p y d i s c . Th e r e  s e e m  t o  b e  s o me  p r o b l e ms in changing the r andom 

f i l e  i n  a s e qu e n t i a l  o n e  b y  t h e  " Ex p o r t "  o p t i o n , d u e  t o  r e l at i v e l y  

s c a r c e  s p a c e  o n  t h e  d i s k : t h e  a i m w o u l d  b e  to establish a ver sion also 

o n  C o mmo d o r e  84 . At the s ame t i me ,  t h e  o r i ginal TRACAT a n d I TACAT N 
f i l e s h a v e  b e e n  i mp l e me n t e d  o n  SUPERBASE 1 28 ,  adding sour ces and a few 

o t h e r  f i e l d s .  We t h i nk s u c h  a w o r k  r e p r e s e n t s  we l l the str uctur e that a 

UFO r e f e r e n c e  f i l e  s h o u l d  h av e : a l l f u n d ame n t a l infor mation ar e 

p r e s e n t e d  an d it is the starting po int for any w or k  o f  every 

r esear c her . 
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CENSUS OF UFOLOGISTS ' COMPUTERS 

A NE W  UP -TO -DATE 

Af ter the p r evio us l istings pub l is hed in CUFON issu e 1, 2 and 4 
here is ano ther up - to -date. We r eme mb er that repo rted name s ref er s o n l y 

to ufo l o gists o r  simp l e amateur s ow ning a co mputer, beyo nd their 

effective us e of the machine in connectio n w ith ufo l ogy. 

We ar e pl anning to present a complet printo ut o f  the census in the 
first issue of CUFON Vo l .  2 .  Reade r s  w ho kno w peo p l e having a co mp ut er 

n o t me n t i o n e d  i n  o u r  l isting ar e i n v i t e d  t o  s upp l y ful l name s and 
a d d r e s s e s , t o geth er with comp uter type. 

Name 

M i c h e l e  S i s t i 

Mau r o  Iotti 

Mar co Mu cc i 
Fabio Filippetti 

G i u s e p p e  D i  Fr anc. 

Daniella Ceppar ulo 

Gianluca Chiar el l a  

Alber 1: o  Laz z aro 

Steven Gamb l e  

Pau l Fuller 

N i ge 1 Mo r1: ime r 

Jenny Rand 1 es· 

Countr y 

Italy 

Italy 

Ita l y 
I1: aly 

Ita l y 

Italy 

Italy 
Italy 

Eng l and 

Eng land 

England 

Eng land 

Computer 

CUFON 5 

C -84 
c -·84 
C -84 
C -64 
C -84 
C -84 
C -84 
C -128 

Spectrum 

Spectr um 

Spectr um 

Ams trad 6 128 


